Errors of homeostasis and deregulated apoptosis.
Apoptosis research has accelerated with the discovery of genes within a common cell death pathway and evidence for their inter-relationship. Breakthroughs include insights into the mechanism of action of the Bcl-2 family, caspases and their targets, and death receptor complexes. Deregulation of apoptosis is evident in tumors and viral infection, as well as in autoimmune disease, immunodeficiency, neurodegeneration, and infertility.